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This hot spot analy-
sis was conducted 
on raw case count 
data by ZIP code. 

Mapping raw 
counts is prob-
lematic in many 

ways, most impor-
tantly because 

areas with higher 
populations often 

expect higher 
levels of certain 

phenomena. This 
can hide trends 

in less populat-
ed areas.

This hot spot analy-
sis was conducted 

on case data 
adjusted by the 

total population 
of the ZIP 

code. When using 
adjusted data, 

the west shows a 
stronger cold spot 
trend while north-
eastern Pennsylva-

nia (counties 
like Carbon, 
Monroe, and 

Pike) now show 
as hot spots. 


